
GENERAL WRITTEN SOP – Corrosives 
The OSHA Laboratory Standard explicitly requires "standard operating procedures relevant to 
safety and health considerations to be followed when laboratory work involves the use of 
hazardous chemicals." If the general SOP in this section do not fulfill this requirement, you must 
amend and append in some manner so as to comply 
 

Special Precautions for Working with Corrosives: Corrosives are materials which can react 
with the skin causing burns similar to thermal burns, and/or which can react with metal causing 
deterioration of the metal surface. Acids and bases are corrosives. Observe the following 
special precautions. 

1. Containers and equipment used for storage and processing of corrosive materials 
should be corrosion resistant. 

2. Eye protection and rubber gloves should always be used when handling corrosive 
materials. A face shield, rubber apron, and rubber boots may also be appropriate, 
depending on the work performed. 

3. When mixing concentrated acids (caustics) with water, add the acid (caustic) slowly to 
water. Never add water to acid (caustic). 

4. Acids and bases should be stored separately from each other. Organic acids should be 
stored with flammable materials, separate from oxidizers and oxidizing acids 


